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Stephen Decatur Hurst. 


The memory of this amiable man and gallant soldier, is a treasure, peculiarly the property of the Volunteers of Phila- 
delphia. Years before he crossed the threshold of manhood, he became one of them by entering the ranks of the State 
Fencibles, and taking an active interest in all that concerned the honour and well-being of the Ist Division. Passionately 
fond of the school and discipline of the soldier, and gifted with a singular combination of ardent enthusiasm, and suavity 
of temper and deportment, he made many friends, as well in the cities of New York and Boston, and the Boroughs of 
Easton, Reading, &c., with the soldiery of which his corps made interchanges of visits, as among his fellow citizens.— 
After declining several invitations, he accepted in January, 1835, a Lieutenantcy in the Washington Blues, and by his sol- 
dierly deportment and devotion to the interests of the corps, soon won the esteem of every member. 

This connection endured but a little while: from the breaking out of the struggle for Texan liberty, he had watched 
the changing fortunes of the parties with his natural intensity of feeling; and, in the fall of 1835, he resolved to bid farewel 
to his friends, give up the quiet labours of the law, and devote his energy and skill to the cause of freedom in the wilds of 
Texas. His worth soon became known and appreciated at Head Quarters, and he was appointed to a station in the por- 
tion of the army under the command of Col. Fannin. The skill he had acquired while a citizen fair-day soldier, now 
enabled him to play the part of a second Steuben; and he employed himself assiduously in improving the discipline of this 
detachment, especially in the use of ordnance. With the history and fame of this glorious band his name is identified: —~he 
was with them at Goliad—when they evacuated that place, and when they mingled in “hot-haste”’ and fiery combat with 
the pride of the Mexican army. Would hehad fallen then! But, alas he did not; he was with the shattered and un- 
armed remnant of their number, when they were slaughtered in obedience to the cold-blooded order of the treacherous 
chief of Mexico. Howhe bore himself in that fatal hour, nonecan tell. That it was asa soldier, none can doubt, for they 
who saw him in the fight when the death angel hovered over, and his companions fell thick around him, still live to tell 
how gallantly he bore his white plume to the front of the battle. 

Dr. Shackelford, of the Texan army, ina letter to a friend says ‘‘I knew Stephen Decatur Hurst well, and often enjoyed 
his society, but never knew the precise rank he held in the army. He occupied a room with some of the staff officers, 
and seemed to be much engaged until a short time before our retreat from Goliad, when he was given the command of a 
piece of artillery and was actively employed in training the men under his command. Isaw him during the engagement, 
he managed his piece with great effect, —had nearly all his command wounded, and after he was compelled for want of am. 
munition and assistance to abandon his piece, he sought out a musket and continued to use it in the most gallant manner 
until the fight was over and we had driven the enemy from every point. Rest assured that his conduct on that occasion 
places his fame among the bravest of the brave, and entitles his memory to the lasting gratitude of every friend of Texan 
Liberty.”’ 

Our companion is gone; yet much as all loved him, none can heave a sigh, nor mourn his fate. What though he pe- 
rished! His life was the price at which he purchased the patriot’s wreath. What though his glad voice shall no more 
ring in our ears, nor his sunny smile light our hearth-sides! His spirit shall speak to posterity through the history of a 
free Republic, and lead the youthful champion of humanrights over many a field of danger: for 


‘*They never fail who die 
In a great cause: the block may soak their gore ; 
Their heads may sodden in the sun ; their limbs 
Be strung to city gates and castle walls; 
But, still their spirit walks abroad. Though years 
Elapse and others share as dark a doom, 
They but augment the deep and sweeping thoughts 
Which o’erpower all others, and conduct 
The world at last to freedom.” 
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The First Volunteer Company of Philadelphia, 
RAISED BY RICHARD PETERS, A. D. 1765. 


Among the papers of a revolutionary patriot, (now deceased), which we have been permitted toexamine, we find a mus- 
ter roll of the first company that was formed in this city in opposition to British tyranny, signed by Ricnarp Perers, 
Capt. 1st Battalion, Philadelphia Militia, and Tomas Braprorp, Ist Lieut. Among the names of the officers and pri- 
vates we observe those of many of our oldest citizens, some of whose descendants still live among us and are enrolledin 
the list of the defenders of their country’s rights. _We have deemed this muster roll worthy ofa place in our Magazine. ' 
Capt. Ricuarp Perers during the Revolution, held many important stations, civil and military, and on the adoption of 
the Federal Constitution, was appointed by President Washington to the dignified office of Judge of the District Court. 
of the United States, for the state of Pennsylvania, which he filled with great honor to himself and his country, until the 
day of his death. He lived toa good old age. Lieut. THomas Braprorp, who afterwards became Capt. of the company, 
was a descendant of the first Printer who settled in this city, and sonof Col. Wa. Braprorp, who was well known dur- 
ing the Revolution, asa brave defender of his country’s rights, at the battle of Trenton and Princeton. He was also editor 
of a weekly paper devoted to the cause of freedom, prior to, and during the Revolution, Printer to the Continental 
Congress of 1776, and commissary*general of prisoners during a part of the Revolution. He died in the year 1838, 
at the advanced age of 94. Joun BARKER, whose name appears in the muster roll as the 4th Sergeant, became afterwards 
the Capt. of the company, and served faithfully during the Revolution in various military stations. In later times he was 
Sheriff of the county of Philadelphia, and Major General of the Ist Division P. M. He also attained toa good old age, and 
was the venerable parent of Major James Barker, formerly Collector of this port, now at Washington. The first town 
meeting which was called in Philadelphia, the result of which was, the formation of this company in opposition to the 
British Stamp Act, was convened by the tap of the drum—Two drummers, led on by Lieut. Braprorp, paraded the streets 
of Philadelphia to excite and invite the citizens to attend the town meeting—when passing the door of the then Mayor, 
Samuel Shoemaker, Esq. who was acting under the Provincial Government, the drummers were ordered to desist and 
threatened with being sent to jail if they did not; but Braprorp ordered them to beat on, and on they marched. This 
was the first drum that was ever beat in Philadelphia, in opposition to the unjust laws of Great Britain against her Colo- 
nies. 

Muster Roll of the ist Volunteer Corps of Philadelphia. 
RICHARD PETERS Captain., 


Txos. Braprorp, Ist. Lieut. Wo. BarrEL, 2d. Lieut. LAWRENCE, Burnie 3d. 


SERGEANTS. CORPORALS. 
JoHn FRoMBERGER, Ist. James WELcH, Ist. 
Wm. Haverstick, 2d. CurisTian Unt, 2d. 
Joun Benrine, 3d. Henry STILEs, 3d. 
Joun Barker, 4th. Epw. BarTHoLomew, 4th 


Po.tipou Repman, Drummer. JosePH Buoem, Fifer. 


Privates. 





John Gavin, 
Marshall Bampton, 
Samuel Smith, 
Matthew Clarkson, 
Frederick Hackner, 
Thomas Dixon, 
James Popham, 
Thomas Wind, 
Benjamin Town, 
Joseph Brown, 
Richard Thornhill, 
Francis Wrigley, 
William Prichard, 
Charles Wharton, 
Jacob Hawk, 
Aaron Vanhorn, 
John Alexander, 
Thomas Wylie, 
Thomas Jacquet, 
Nicholas Weaver, 
Joseph Phynover, 
John Williams, 
Leonard Miller, 
Robert Boyd, 
William Merrit, 
Christian Rerap, 
James Dawson, 
John Grimler, 
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Henry Cress, 
Henry Holman, 
John Holman, 
James Roberts, 
Phillip Pankatre, 
Champion Wood, 
Henry Land, 
Lewis Fisler, 
Thomas Fitzgerald, 
Andrew Bower, 
John Willis, 
George Shaw, 
Lewis Harrington, 
William Jenkins, 
John McCalla, 
George Cress, 
Peter Strong, 
Jeremiah Williamson, 
John Mitchell, 
John Myre, 
Richard Chickley, 
Zebediah Davids, 
Peter Rambo, 
Andrew Beek, 
Thomas Willis, 
Silby Hickman, 
Thomas Payne, 
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Samuel Blair, 
George Dowig, 
Francis Young, 
John Bryan, 


Andrew Hartsilock, 


Wm. Harper, 
Joseph Crawford, 
Peter Lelilier, 
John Gillard, 


Charles Hubbart, 


James McCray, 


Phillip Truckenmiller, 


Andrew Jump, 
Isaac Lort, 
John Coz, 
John Beagler, 
Benj. Rieky, 
John Fisher, 
Jno. Kerr, 


Abraham Dubois, 


Gasper Guiger, 
James. Roney, 
Conrad Hess, 
Henry Moser, 
William Pazxton, 
John Reed, 
Brion OHarra. 


RICHARD PETERS, Capt. of 1st Battin. 


Phila. Militia. 


THOS. BRADFORD, First Lt. 
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Albany Burgesses Corps. 


In the organization and history of this corps, there is something so peculiar and different from the other military com- 
panies, of which plates and descriptions have appeared in the Mitrrary Maeazing, that we are induced to giveit a more 
extended notice; and in doing so, we shall avail ourselves of the following extract, from a notice of the corps which ap- 
peared in the 4lbany Bouquet, for July 25, 1835, as being directly to the point. 

‘‘This corps is so peculiarly constituted, and has been so eminently successful, that we imagine a brief outline of the 
causes which led to its formation, the manner in which it is conducted, the privileges and exemptions of its members, as 
well as its history since its organization, may not prove uninteresting to the general reader, and cannot fail to convey a 
useful lesson to those of more belligerent propensities.”’ 

‘‘For a long time prior to the fall of 1833, the character and discipline of the military companies of this city and vicin- 
ity had been gradually falling into disrepute, until very few respectable persons were associated with them, and our mili- 
tary corps became totally unworthy the capitol of the state; and gentlemen of character and standing in society, to whose 
tastes military exercises were congenial, were debarred by their laxity of morals and discipline, from joining them. Ad- 
ded to this was the fact, that we were occasionally visited by the military of neighboring cities and states, whose fine ap- 
pearance, correct and soldierly execution of manceuvres and gentlemanly bearing, put our military honors to the blush. 
To remedy these evils—to establish and maintain at the capitol a company which should be equal to any other in the 
state, which should forma school of military tactics for the city, and retrieve our character at home and abroad—the Bur- 
sesses Corps was instituted. 

‘‘Unlike the companies formed pursuant to the Militia Laws of the state, the Military officers of this corps do not 
transact its ordinary business. Their duty is simply, as expressed in their constitution, “to superintend and direct the 
corps at all drills and parades;”’ nor is any power vested inits commandant to order adrillor parade. The business is 
divided into two distinctly separate branches---civil and military---the one being under the direction of a president, vice- 
president and secretaries, and the supervision of the other is confided to the captain and his subalterns. The military and 
civil officers of the corps constitute a board of directors, in whom is vested the right and title to the property and effects 
of the corps, each member paying an equal proportion of all expenses incurred in procuring uniforms, equipments, &c. 
and surrendering his right to the board. The military officers of this corps are not in commission; they (as well as its civil 
officers) are elected annually, and may be removed by a vote of two-thirds of the members. 

‘‘These are the most important of the new features in the constitution of the Burgesses Corps; and thus far they have 
answered all the expectations which have been formed of them. They secure a perfect equality among all its members, 
none of whom are subjected to the arbitrary willof any man; they lay open its highest offices to the reach of all, by the 


frequency of the elections and the constitutional provision that no one member shall be taxed more than another; and the” 


division of the civil and military business is productive of the happiest results, inasmuch as, while it imposes no very on- 
erous burdens upon tlte civil officers, it enables the military ones to give their undivided attention to the drill of the corps. 

‘‘The Burgesses Corps was organized on the 8th of October, 1833, and the whole number of its members then amount- 
ed to but twenty-three. Its numbers, however, gradually increased during the winter and spring, at which time an 
act was passed by the legislature of this state exempting such of its members as do not hold commissions, from militia and 
jury duty, and limiting the term of service in the corpsto seven years. The real benefits accruing from the passage of 
this act, however are not so great as might be supposed by those unacquainted with the individuals whocompose this corps, 
for though some few persons may have been induced by tse provisions of the act to attach themselves to it, yetthe great 
majority of its members are either those who have served out their time in the militia, or such as now hold commissions, 
whilst many of its members are drawn from the firemen—a class of citizens of whom we may remark, en passant, that 
for promptness, vigilance and activity in the hour of danger, and fora liberal support and encouragement of all measures 
of public benefit or pride, they yield precedence to none. Nevertheless, the act of the legislature has been of material 
service to this corps, in the sanction which it afforded to the incipient effort,and the countenance and support of their fellow 
citizens consequent thereupon. ‘To this countenance and support, and to the liberality of the Common Council of the 
city, the members of this corps are indebted not only for their present high standing, but for their very existence; and 
as, by their spirited conduct, they have won the meed of popular approval, we trust they will continue so to conduct 
themselves as to ensure its continuance. ”’ | 

One of the constitutional requirements of this corps, is an imperative duty, ‘‘to parade publicly on each anniversary 
of American Independence.”? This duty they have always creditably performed in their own city. The number of 
those who may receive the benefits of the legislative act, is limited to eighty. The corps is officered according to “Scott's 
Military Tactics,”,—whose book was adopted as the order of drill, at its organization in 1833,---together with a Staff, 
consisting of a Quarter-Master, Pay-Master, Chaplain and Surgeon. They have always paraded with respectable num- 
bers, rarely, if ever, numbering less than fifty-five, and frequently, exceeding seventy. Since their first full dress par- 
ade, (July 4, 1834,) the character and discipline of the military of Albany, and vicinity, has greatly improved. This 
was one of the chief objects sought to be accomplished in the formation of the corps. They visited Troy on the first annual 
return of their organization, (Oct. 8, 1834,) where they were received by the united military, under Col. Hanna.— 
They were entertained by the military and citizens generally in the most courteous manner. Qn their return they visit- 
edthe U.S. Arsenal, Watervliet, where they were received with military honors by Lieut. Norman, the officer in com- 
mand, in the absence of Col. Tatcorr, the commanding officer of the station. 

On the 22d of July, 1835, the corps, with Col. J.O. Coxz acting as Marshal, received Major Perer Frrrz’s company 
of Philadelphia National-Grays, and Capt. Samvet W. Sezty’s company of New-York Tompkins Blues. They gave 
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their guests an elegant dejwner on board of the steam-boat, and received them at9o’clock. After escorting them through 
the principalstreets, the line was reviewed in front of the City-Hall by Martin Van Buren, Vice President, and the Mayor, 
Recorder and Common Council of the city; after which the three companies visited the U. S. Arsenal, Watervliet, where 
they were handsomely received and entertained by Capt. Rineaoxp, in the absence of Col. Worrn, the commanding officer 
of the station. On their return, the A. B. C.’s gave an entertainment to their guests in the large hall of the Capitol. Amon 
those who graced the festive board, where General Souomon Van RenssEvaer, the hero of the Queenston Heights, the 
Gov. and Adjt. Gen. of the State, the Mayor and members of the Common Council, &c. The same year, Sept. 14, the 
corps in connection with the Albany Union Guards, received and escorted the New-York Monroe Blues, Captain Smrrn, 
to their encamping ground. On the 16th the corps received the Blues and proceeded to the U. S. Arsenal, Watervliet, 
where they were reviewed by Generals Eusris and Woot, U.S. Army, Gov. Marcy, and Adjt. Gen Husse.1, under 
the direction of Col. Wortu, by whom they were gallantly manceuvred, and after the conclusion of the exereises, 
munificently entertained at his quarters. From thence they proceeded to ‘iroy, where the A. B. C.’s regaled their 
guests with an entertainment at the Troy House. : 

During the summer of 1836, the A. B. C.’s made an Excursion to New-York, Brooklyn and Philadelphia. In New- 

York, they were received and entertained by Capt. Seety’s Tompkins Blues, joined by Capt. Woopcocx’s National Ca- 
dets, and Capt. Parxer’s Union Rifle; were reviewed at the City Hall by Major General Morton, and the Mayor and 
Common Council. They received asumptuous entertainment at Masonic Hall by the Common Council. At Brooklyn, 
they were received and entertained by Capt. Blagrove’s Nassau Guards, and Capt Burbeck’s Municipal Guards; and re- 
ceived the attentions of Lieut, Hudson at the Navy Yard. At Philadelphia, the first day, they were received and en- 
tertained by Maj. Fritz’s National Grays, joined by Capt. Moore’s Mechanic Rifle Corps, Col. Murray’s 2d company 
State Fencibles, Capt. Gillie’s Jackson Artillerists, Capt. Gay’s Rifle Greens, and the officers and members of the Dela- 
ware Tribe. Second day, by Col. James Page’s Ist company State Fencibles. Third day, by Capt. Frederick Fritz’s 
Junior Artillerists, joined by Capt. Koertseritz’s German Washington Guards. They received the most marked attention 
from the military and citizens generally—were honored with the attentions and hospitalities of Maj. Gen. Patterson, 
Brig. Gen. Goodwin, and Maj. Peter Fritz, at their respective quarters, and of the Watering Committee of the Common 
Council at Fairmount Water-Works. All of which attentions are enthusiastically remembered by that portion of the 
A. B. C.’s on duty on that occasion. On their return to New-York, they were received by Capt. Shardlow’s Monroe 
Blues, by whom they were escorted to quarters and the Park Theatre, on Saturday afternoon and evening; to divine 
service at the Tabernacle on Sunday, and to Yorkville on Monday, where they were elegantly entertained by the Blues 
and reviewed by Gen. Morris. Returned to the city under the escort of their attentive guides and entertainers, when 
they embarked on board of a chartered boat for Albany, highly delighted with the kind reception they had received dur- 
ing their entire visit, and the many pleasing incidents which had occured during the same. They were absent ten days 
—went sixty-four strong—and ably sustained the character, which they had previously acquired, of being strict disct- 
olinarians. 
In 1837 the A. B. C.’s visited Schodack Centre, Rensselaer county, on the occasion of the presentation of a Prize 
Standard, which had been contended for (by drilling) by the Regiments forming Gen. Genet’s Sth Brigade of N. Y. 
State Infantry, and awarded to Col Richardson’s 43d Regiment. On this occasion the corps acted as an escort to Gov. 
Marcy, Adjt. Gen. McDonald, and Col. Harman, military secretary of the Gov. On the ground the corps was detailed, 
from the assembled military, as a guard of honor to escort the Committee of Presentation, and the Standard on the field. 
The Standard was presented by Gov. Marcy; after which they returned to the city, escorting His Excellency to his quar- 
ters; having performed the duties of the day in a superior manner, for which they received high encomiums from His Ex- 
cellency, the officers on duty, and the spectators generally. 

On the 3d of July, 1838, with Col. Cole as Marshal, the corps received Col. James Page’s lst company Philadelphia 
State Fencibles, and escorted them to quarters. On the 4th they were joined by the Fencibles, whom they escorted 
to the City-Hall, where they were received by the Common Council, and joined in the procession and ceremonies of the 
day, after which they gave their guests a festal entertainment at Stanwix-Hall. On the 5th, proceeded with the Fenct- 
bles to Troy, where they were received and entertained by the Citizens Corps, Capt. Pierce. The three companies visit- 
ed the U.S. Arsenal, Watervliet, where they received a soldier’s welcome from Lieut. Thornton, the officer in command, 
by whom they were hospitably entertained. Returned again to quarters in Albany; and on the morning of the 6th, they 
were out in round numbers to escort their friends to the ( 6 o’clock) boat. 

They have at different periods visited Hudson, Catskill* and Poughkeepsie. At the two first named places they 
were received by citizens on horseback, in the absence of the military, and escorted and entertained in a manner truly pleas- 
ing to the members of the corps. At Poughkeepsie they were received by the Poughkeepsie Guards, Capt. Dodge, of 
whose kind and gentlemanly reception and entertainment the A. B. C.’s have the liveliest recollection. 

They have also received and entertained the Utica Citizens Corps, Capt. Backus, Oct. 1838; and the Troy Citizens 
Corps, Capt. Pierce, Jan. 1, 1839. 

The A. B. C.’s have fitted up a convenient Armory and Drill Room, in the large building, 2d and 3d stories, corner of 
South Market and Division-streets; the front view of the Armory (inside) is represented in the back ground of the plate. 
The Uniforms, &c. belonging to the corps are deposited in the Armory, and members are finable five dollars for taking 
any article therefrom, other than for a parade of the corps, except permission be first obtained from the President. 


* The A. B. C.’s were accompanied to Catskill by the Troy Citizens Corps. Also to Hudson, Catskill and Poughkeepsie, by large parties of ladies and 
gentlemen. On all these occasions they had cotillions, reels and contra dances, on board the majestic boats of the nuble Hudson. The corps has, for the 
last four years, given a series of the most splendid Balls ever got up in the city, on the 22d of February, in honor of the birth of the immortal Wasnincton. 
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The following gentlemen have commanded the corps, since its organization, with distinguished ability: 
Col. JOHN O. COLE. Capt. THOMAS BAYEUX. Col. JOHN OSBORN. 
The present officers of the corps, are— 

THOMAS BAYEUX, Captain. GEORGE HUMPHREY, Orderly. TIMOTHY SEYMOUR, President. 
BENJ. R. SPELMAN, Ist. Lieut. W. HENDRICKSON, Quarter Mast. JAMES A. BUCKBEE, Vice Prest. 
JOHN W. CLUETT, 2d. - ‘ PARKER SARGENT, Pay-Master. WYNANT CRANNELL, Treas. 
LUCAS H. McCHESNEY 3d,“ CHAS. S.OLMSTED, Chaplain. GEORGE TRUMBULL, Seretary, 
WM. B. KNOWER;, Ensign. FRANCIS W. PRIEST, Surgeon. THO. R. COURTNEY Asst. Sec. 


Description of the Uniforms. 

Fut Dress.—The full dress consists of a black leather Hussar Cap, with silyer eagle on brass plate, brass front and 
chin scales, black cock feather plume, tipt with réd, and black and red tassels; a knapsack of black painted canvass, with 
blanket enclosed, and a valise at the top covered with light colored hair seal skin; white body and cross belts, with brass 
plates ; a cartouch box and bayonet sheath with brass mountings; a blue coat with brass scale wings, four stripes gold lace 
and four buttonson standing collar, scolloped cuffs and four buttons on each sleeve, thirty-six buttons on breast, in three 
rows, and sixteen buttons on the skirts; blue pantaloons, with black seal skin spatterdashes ten inches high witha red stripe 
on the outer seam, one and a quarter inches wide; white pantaloons, (in reserve,) half gaiter, with six buttons on the seam 
of each leg, near the bottom; and a musket and bayonet of uniform make. 

The distinction between the officers and privates consists of epauletts, astraight hanger with a gilt scabbard and white 
buff leather sword belt, with silver eagle on brass breast plate, and ared sash. 

Fatigue Dress.—The fatigue dress consists of a Polish Cap, of cadet grey cloth, trimmed with red, and a black tas- 
sel, jacket of the same, with red collar and gold lace trimmings; pantaloons of the same, with red stripe on the outer seam, 


a. 





A Tale of the Revolution. 


BY PETER SINGLE. 








In the winter 1777, when Lord Howe had possession of Philadelphia, the situation of the Americans, who eould not 
follow their beloved commanders was truly distressing, subject to the every day insults of cruel and oppressive foes— 
Bound to pay obedience to Laws predicated on the momentary power of a proud and vindictive commander, it can be 
better pictured than described. ‘To obtain the common necessaries of life, particularly flour, they had to go as far as Bristol 
1 distance of eighteen or twenty miles, and even this indulgence was not granted them, until a pass was procured from 
Lord Howe, as guards were placed along Vine street, extending from Delaware to Schuylkill, forming a complete bar- 
rier; beyond these, through the woods as far as Frankford, were stationed the picquet guards—thus rendering it in a man- 
ner impossible to reach Bristol Mills, unless first obtaining a pass. | 

The commander-in-chief of the American forces, was then encamped at Valley Forge, suffering the inclemency of the 
season. The British rolled in plenty, spent their days in feasting, their nights in balls, riots, and dissipation; thus resting 
in supposed security, while the American chieftain was planning a mode for their final extirpation. A poor woman, with six 
small children, whose husband was at Valley Forge, had made frequent application for a pass. Engagements rendered it 
impossible for the cruel tormentors to give one. Rendered desperate from disappointment, and the cries of her children, 
she started alone, without a pass, and by good luck eluded the guards and reached Bristol. 

It will be remembered by many now living that six brothers by the name of Doale or Dowell, about that time commit- 
ted many acts of heroic bravery, but more in the character of marauders than soldiers. They were men full six feet 
high, stout and active; a fearless intrepidity characterized their deeds, in a way peculiar to themselves; and they always 
succeeded in making their escape. A marked partiality to the Americans rendered them obnoxious to the British, and 
always welcome to the former, to whom they conveyed what information they could glean in their adventures. 

Our adventurous female, having procured her flour in a pillow case, holding about twenty pounds, was returning with 
a light heart to her anxious and lonely babes. ~She had passed the picquet guards at Frankford, and was just entering a 
wood a little this side, when a tali, stout man stept from behind a tree, and putting a letter in her hand, requested her to 
read it.—She grasped with eager joy the letter bearing the characters of her husband’s hand writing. —After a pause, he 
said, ‘your husband is well, madam, and requested me to say that in a short time he will be with you; money is a scarce 
article amongst us—I mean amongst them; but on account of your husband’s partiality to the cause of 
liberty, Iam willing to become his banker.’ So saying he handed her a purse of money—‘My means, madam, are ade- 
quate, or I would not be thus lavish,’ seeing she was about to refuse it. ‘You said my husband woul: see me shortly—— 
how do you know that, which seems so impossible-—and how do you know me, who never’ ‘Hush, madam, we are 
now approaching British guards; suffice it to say the American commander has that in his head, which like an earthquake 
will shake the whole American continent, and expunge these miscreants : but hark! take the road to the left-—fare- 
well.’ So saying, he departed. She gave one look, but vacancy filled the spot where he stood. With a slow and cautious 
step she approached Vine street. Already hopes sprung into her heart; her fire burned beneath her bread, when the aw- 
tul word—halt—struck terror to her soul. She started, and found herself in the custody of a British sentinel, ‘Your pass, 
woman.’ I havenone, sir, my children’ 

——‘The rebel crew—why do you breed enemies to your King—let them starve—this flour is mine: off, woman, die 
with your babes.” A groan washer only answer. The ruffian was about departing, when the former messenger appear- 
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ed, his whole demeanor was changed—humble simplicity marked his gate—he approached the guard witha seeming 
fearfulness, and begged himina suppliant voice to give the poor woman her flour. ‘Fool, idiot, ’exclaimed the guard, ‘who 
are you? see yonder guard house: if you interfere here, you shall soon be its inmate. ‘May be so, sir—but won’t you 
give the poor woman the means of supporting her little family one week longer? Recollect the distance she has walked. 
the weight of the bag, and recollect, — 

‘Blood and fury, sirrah! why bid me recollect? you plead in vain---begone, or 1’ll seize you as a spy.’ 

‘You wont give the poor woman her flour? No. Then by my country’s faith, and hopes of freedom, you shall: 
and with a powerful arm he seized the guard by the throat and hurled him to the ground. ‘Run, madam, run; see the guard 
house is alive; seize your flour; pass Vine street, and you are safe.” Twas done.—The guard made an attempt to rise, 
when the stranger drewa pistol and shot himdead. The report of the pistol immediately alarmeda whole line of guards 
—the unfortunate man gazed around him witha fearless intrepidity. There was but one way of escape, and that was thro’ 
the wood. Seizing the dead man’s musket, he started like a deer pursued by the hounds. —’Shoot him down—down witii 
him,’ was echoed from one line to another. The desperado was lost in the wood, and a general search commenced—The ob- 
ject of their pursuit, in the mean time, flew like lightning; the main guard was left behind; but the whole picquet line would 
be alarmed—one course alone presented itself, and that was to mount his horse, which was concealed in the bushes and gal- 
lop down to the Delaware; a boat was always ready there for him. The thought was no sooner suggested than it was put in 
execution. He mounted his horse and eluding the alarmed guards, had reached the Delaware, (the very spot where no stands 
the extensive glass-works of our enterprising citizen, Dr. Dyott,) when he found himself headed, his boat taken possession 
of, and himself hemmed in by at least fifty exasperated soldiers :—one sprung from behind a tree, and demanded his imme- 
diate surrender. ‘Tis useless to prevaricate, rebel, you are now our prisoner, and your boat, which before excited suspicion. 
is now in our possession. Sonof aslave, slave toa king, how dare youaddressafreeman? Surrender yourself---A Doale 
never surrendered himself to any man, far less to a blinded poltroon; away, or you die; and he attempted to pass. The guard 
levelled his gun; but himself was levelled to his native dust: the ball of Doale’s pistol had been swifter than hisown. His case 
was now truly desperate—behind him wasthe whole line of guards; on the north side of him the Frankford picquets; 
on the left, the city of Philadelphia, filled with British troops. One and only one way presented itself, and that was to 
cross the river. He knew his horse, he plunged in; a shout succeeded it, and ere he reached half the distance, twenty armed 
boats were in swift pursuit. His noble horse dashed through the Delaware: his master spurred him on with double interest, 
while the balfs whistled around him. The tide was running down, and when he reached the Jersey shore, he found himself 
immediately opposite the old slip at Market-street. On reaching the shore, he turned round, took a pistol, and witha steady 
and determined aim, he fired at the first boat-—a man fell over the side, and sunk torisenomore. He then disappeared in 
the woed. The angry, harassed and disappointed pursuers, gave one look, one curse, and returned to the Pennsylvania 
shore, fully believing that, ifhe was not the devil, he was one of his principal agents. 

The exploits of these men were so frequently of a like manner, that the expressions made use of by the disappointed 
pursuers towards this one, are in no wise to be censured—Personal danger seemed to be no part of their character: plun- 
der, but only from the British, seemed to be their sole aim, with an ambition, however futile, of creating in the minds 
of their enemies this belief. At one time they were in Philadelphia, dressed in the British costume——at another they 
were relieving the distresses of their friends, at the Valley-Forge. 

Many instances of heroic valor are on record, and I am pleased to think, that many remember their actions, who wil! 


add to my feeble effort living testimony of their truth. A remembrance of things past, connected with events out of 
which sprung our liberties, cannot be otherwise than pleasing. 











A Revolutionary Hero to his Son. 


My son, be valiant! to the ficld, away ! 
Would’st thou stand idle in a dangerous day ? 
Is there no spark inherent in thy breast 

‘lo fire thy soul and stir thec to the test ? 

Take thou this musket, which thy father bore 
Thro’ toils and perils seven yearsor more— 
This musket; which, ’mid battles’ worst alarms, 
Ne’er trembled in its firm director’s arms; 
Whose flint, once fired a virtuous cause to aid, 
Ne’er ceased its blaze till contest was allay’d ; 
Whose trusty bayonet maintain’d its ground 
Where broadswords gleam’d and cannon thundered 1ound 
Alas! that bay’net in its mouldered sheath, 
Seems with a spirit—with a soulto breathe! 
Seems to awake, from a long slumber rose, 
And threaten vengeance on its country’s foes! 
O! I would guide thee, as at Bunker Hill, 

And in the battle would direct thee still ; 

But my arm trembles, and my frame is weak, 
Tho’ bright my spirit, pallid is my cheek; 
Like thine, in mildew dos my case decay, 
And age, like rust, fast wastes my steel away! 
O! for the grave that my companions found ! 
Eternal laurels deck the honor’d ground ! 

In the stern contest fought we side by side, 
’Gainst treble numbers, with a noble pride; 











Death, in the moment that he laid them low, 
Hurl’d thrice the shafts upon th’ assailing foc. 
Shrunk their arms nerveless amids’t danger then ? 
They fought like patriots, and they feel like men. 
Then take, my son, the arms thy father bore, 

May they stand trial as they’ve stood before. 

Do not direct them witha feeble arm, 

Nor like a coward tremble in alarm, 

Go to the battle witha hero’s heart, 

Fight like the valiant—act a hero’s part. 

Bear thou in mind the cause for which you fight, 
Thy land, thy liberty, and every right; 

And if thou fall’st upon the valiant field, 
O’erpower’d by numbers ifthou’rt fore’d to yield— 
Thou art my son—and in the hour of death, 

I’}] glory in thee with my latest breath, 

But if thou fear’st to meet thy country’s foe, 

And in the back receiv’st a coward’s blow, 

Or liv’st ignobly—thou’rt the child of shame, 
Thou wilt disgrace thine aged father’s name; 
Weigh his grey hairs with grief and sorrow down, 
And rob thy country of a bright renown, 

But thou art valiant—to the field, away! 

Scorn to stand idle in a dangerous day : 

THERE is a spark inherent in thy breast, 

To fire thy soul, and stir thee to the test ! 


July—1812 
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Union Fencibles. 


This handsome and well disciplined Infantry corps, was formed in the city of Philadelphia in the year 1832, and made 
its first parade on the 22d day of February, 1832, with 42 muskets, under the command of Col. Robert M. Lee, who has 
sver since continued the command, has atall times and under all changes and circumstances of the company, retained, as 
he richly deserves, the universal respect and affections of his entire company. The corpshas undergone several changes 
1 dress, and we think the present recent change equal in beauty and usefulness to any inour city. The uniform is 
| blue three quarter coat, scarlet breast, with two rows of buttons, scarlet collar, the skirt lined with scarlet and turned 
up with the same, meeting in a point, upon which there is a silver laced diamond about two inches from the tail, the flaps 
lengthwise on the skirt edged with scarlet and three buttons on each, the cuffs scarlet, sleeves slashed above the cuffs, and 
‘hree buttons on each, two on and one above the cuff, the shoulder knots scarletand white. 

The Pantaloons are mouse color, with a fly in front, scarlet cord trimming on each side, in the place of the flap, scarlet 
stripe one inch in width on the outside of each leg, and strapped ander the boot.— 

The Cap is higher in front than behind, with a blazing star infront, plated front piece, a chin chain, and a silver oak 
‘eaf behind branching on either side, the plume is white topped with red. . 

The knapsack is an ordinary one, with the letters U. F. in silver on the back, a-valise on the top (withsilver ends) con- 
‘aining space for the plume, for which is substituted a horse hair Pompoon in bad weather. This company wear no shirt 
‘ollars, so that the strictest uniformity in dress is atall times observed. 

The back ground upon the plate represents Fort Mifflin, about nine miles below Philadelphia on the Delaware river, 
‘taken by Mr. Huddy on the spot) it is surrounded by water, is a handsome fortification, and has recently been refit un- 
der the direction of skillful U. S. Officers. This garrison during the Revolution was commanded and bravely defended by 
Lit. Col. Samuel Smith, whilst that little band of brave men at Red Bank (opposite the fort on the Jersey side,) were under 
the command of Lt. Col. Christopher Green, who so gloriously defeated Count Dunop, who had three times his number 
of Hessians. Count Dunop’s grave is near the spot, and two unchiselled stones mark his resting place. He wondered 
in his dying moments, (after he had conversed with Washington) that he had been induced to fake up arms against his 
Brothers who were struggling for Liberty. He exclaimed in agony, we fought for a King, you for Liberty—great was 
the havock in that battle, a poet has said in relation to it. 

“Heaps on heaps the slaughtered Hessians lie, 
Brave Green beholds them with a tearful eye, 


Far now from home and from their native shore, 
They sleep in death and hear of wars no more.” 


On the 22d day of October, in each year, (that being the day of the month on which the battle was fought) the Union 
Mencibles, accompanied by hundreds, visit the battle ground, and listen to an address from their commanding officer Col. 
Lee. 

Fort Mifflin is also a favorite place of resort for the Union Fencibles, they, for several successive years have garrisoned 
the fort for a week or ten days in each year; (by permission of the U. S. authorities) during their stay a Steam Boat plies 
between the city and the fort daily, taking hundreds of Ladies and Gentlemen to witness their evening parades, and the 
liberality and attention of Col. Lee and his Officers on these occasions, will long be remembered by the citizens of Phila 

This corps since its formation has always joined in the escort of visiting companies to our city, and is ever ready ¢» do 
its full share in promoting their comforts while among us. 

In December, 1838, the then Governor of the state, ordered the command of Major General Patterson into service. The 
Union Fencibles belong to his command, and marched with him to Harrisburg, one Hundred miles from Philadel- 
phia. They remained in service for one month, when the Troops were discharged. 

The Officers of the corps at its formation were, | 


ROBERT M. LEE, Captain. 


Ist Lieut. Josrerpa AKENs, 3d. Lieut. Samvuex S. PENROsE, 
2nd Lieut. Gowen A. Brown, 4th Lieut. Joun S. Lippincorr. 
SERGEANTS. 


ist Earnest Renovut, 3d.Ricnarp Humpariss, 
2nd James B. Samira, 4th. Coarres Izarp. 
Witiram CoamsBers, Quarter Master Seargeant. 


Present Officers 

Captain ROBERT M. LEE. 
ist Lieut. Gro. W. W adint 2nd do. Joseru Dows, 

3d do. Samvet MILter. 

SERGEANTS. CORPORALS. 

Ist. Hrram W. Leg, ist. James NosBie, 
2d. James Grnon, 2d. James Eppet, 
3d. RoperT SEARL, 3d. Dvusots, 
4th. Benzsamin Bricevanp, 4th. DLANK. 


Quarter Master, Witt1am Boyce. 
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The Reprieve. 


A private in Lieut. Swift’s corps of marines, stationed at the Navy-Yard, had been sentenced to be shot for deserting his 
post while on guard ; and Saturday the 5th inst. was appointed the day of execution. 

The awful moment was announced by the solemn roll of the drum ; the delinquent was conducted from the prison with 
the ceremonies customary on such occasions, and led to the fatal spot where he was to suffer. The whole detachment 
were under arms, twelve of whom were selected to execute the sentence. When the procession halted, Lieut. Swift ad- 
dressed them as nearly as we could recollect in the following terms: 

“Soldiers—An awful scene is now presented for your contemplation. You behold before you one of your comrades. 
about to pay the forfeit of that crime which it has been my constant duty to warn you against ; he enlisted to serve his 
country, and deserted. In peace this is a crime of the first magnitude, and its penalty, death ; how enormous then is the 
transgression of this man, who has deserted his country in the hour of peril. But to the crime of desertion is superadded that 
of perjury. Thesacred oath which binds a soldier to his duty and his country, is most shamefully violated, in the case 
of desertion, The punishment that follows, none of you can plead ignorance of. The Articlesof War have been repeat- 
ediy read to you. You know the penalty attached to desertion, and all other crimes therein enumerated. You have volun- 
tarily entered for the service of your country, and bound yourselves by the most solemn ties, to discharge your duty with 
fidelity. The unhappy object before you was wellaware of the consequence which have follewed his crime, and has 
sinned with his eyes open! I beseech you, soldiers, to take warning from his fate ; fullfil the solemn obligations enjoin- 
ed upon you, and refrain from the guilty path into which he has wandered to his own destruction. 

‘¢You must be sensible how grateful it would be to my feelings, never to see or hear any cause of complaint against you. 
If any of you are ill treated by your commanding officer, or even by the high authorities under which he serves, it will 
not justify disobedience or desertion on your part. No, there is a tribunal to which you can appeal for redress, and ob- 
tain ample justice. Therefore let me admonish you once more to perform your duty to your country like good and faith- 
ful soldiers; so shall you gain the confidence and esteem of your commanding officers, and the thanks of your country.”’ 

At the conclusion of this speech, asolemn pause ensued—a signal was given, and immediately the engines of death were 


aimed at the devoted victim. Another pause—and the arm of death was arrested; an officer rushed through the crowd, 
holding a paper in his hand—it was a reprieve! 





MILITARY MAXIMS. 


When there is no subordination in an army, neither conquest nor glory can be expected from it 

Without certain qualities of the heart a man cannot become a warrior; he can manifest no heroism. The education of 
a military man ought to commence from the heart. 

The General who would act the sergeant in a battle, and be every where himself, will be like the fly in the fable, which 
believed it was the cause of the coach ging on—a general has but little to do, and much to think of—a soldier the re- 
verse. 

Toilettes among the military should be discountenanced and banished; cleanliness should alone be studied. 

How can a soldier who lives in the fear of the cane or stripe, overcome the fear of death ? 

War may he carried on without leaving any thing to chance, and this is the perfection of military conduct 

Every feigned retreat may be easily converted into a route—ten thousand men detached will distroy an army of a hun- 
dred thousand men under flight. 

An officer should give a soldier a good idea of himself, even in the most trifling affairs; and if he would render his in- 
struction useful, it should be conveyed in an amiable though peremptory manner. 

That officer who preaches to his soldiers, not from example, will be disappointed ‘a the fruits of his lessons—Charles 
XII. in hiscampaigns, ate the same black bread which was given out in rations to his soldiers—Henry IV. slept on the 
ground to engage his troops by force of example to suffer all the hardships inseparabie from the profession of arms. 








ERRATA. 


See account of Reading Washington Grays in our 4th No.—For Geo. Gatz read Getz-—Massacre at Paoli should be 20th 


September—for Clay read Oley—for Capt. Cross read Gross—Major Mathoy read Mathey’s—National Dragoons 
from Troep read fom Trap—Reviewed by Gen. Jolly instead of Received. 


In our 4th No. we unintentionally inserted the old Philadelphia Grays record instead of the present corps, they, the 
Philadelphia Grays, Capt. Cadwallader, not having been organized until 1831—In future we will not publish any account 
of companies unless signed or endorsed by the commanding officer, or one or more commissioned officers. 
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